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Statement 
Proof 
Analysis SPA



4 Easy Steps in 7 Sentences 

Topic Sentence 
Statement 
Proof 
Analysis 

1. Topic Sentence 
2. Explain Your Topic Sentence 
3. Introduce Your Evidence 
4. Insert Your Evidence 
5. Unpack Your Evidence 
6. Explain Your Evidence 
7. Insert a Concluding Sentence



Topic Sentence

States the SINGLE POINT that 
the writer will discuss in a body 
paragraph. 



Topic Sentence Example
Weak topic sentence: The wacky song 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious in Mary Poppins is 
entertaining.

 
Strong topic sentence: The wacky song 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious  in Mary Poppins encourage laughter 
to not just the characters in the story, but audience members as 
well.  



Statement

States the ONE WAY the writer 
will prove that the topic sentence 
is true. 



Statement Example

This obnoxiously long word was first introduced to audiences in the 
Walt Disney movie Mary Poppins; a nanny with magical powers is able 
to transform the lives of the Banks family, especially through songs, 
with lyrics and tunes that have deeper meaning behind them than just 
silly words.

This is one way to prove that the topic sentence is true. 



Proof
● Introduce your evidence
● Insert your evidence:

○ Paraphrased - express the meaning of (the writer or 
speaker or something written or spoken) using different 
words, especially to achieve greater clarity.

○ Quoted - repeat or copy out (a group of words from a text 
or speech), typically with an indication that one is not the 
original author or speaker.

○ Summarized - give a brief statement of the main points of 
(something).



Proof Example
American composer Robert and Richard Sherman did not realize at the time 
a word game they did as kids would have major impact on society. In a BBC 
article (2012) covering the life of Richard Sherman, theatre critique Matt 
Wolfe believed that there's something about the nature of the word that 
makes language exciting, and words fun; its cheerful child-like 
nonsensicality - reflects rather wonderfully the idea of the fantastic and 
fabulous (para.5). 



Analysis 
● Unpack your evidence - Opinion about the proof 
● Explain your evidence - Ask yourself: how does 
this evidence prove the point you are trying to 
make in this paragraph and/or your paper as a 
whole? 
○ Ties the statement and proof together 

● Insert a Concluding Sentence 



Analysis Example
● Direct ly after the proof:

Wolfe’s analysis argues that there was not real, methodical thought behind the word 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious other than that it is ridiculous in nature and that was 
what the character Mary Poppins was all about. The word becomes a powerful keepsake 
to the children’s magical adventures with Mary Poppins, as well as a hidden message to 
audiences, young and old, that it is sometimes good to take a break from the seriousness 
of life and say something funny. Therefore, while we are watching the Banks family learn 
to live happier lives, we too can find joy in reciting Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious or 
another mindless word or phrase every day.  

This analysis connects the statement and proof. 



Statement: the argument you are trying to prove 

Proof: the facts/evidence that will support and help prove your 
statement/argument 

Analysis: the commentary/inferences you make, connecting your proof 
with your statement/s. (i.e. the glue that holds your argument together.)

S-P-A in a nutshell:



Why do I use S-P-A?

● Helps to understand a text and identify main ideas. 
● Helps to write a paper- ultimate formula for 
success in all writing. 

● You always know what you need to write next.


